
Taking	
  Action	
  at	
  Home:	
  
Organizing	
  In-­‐District	
  Visits	
  

with	
  Congressional	
  Members	
  
Chunnika	
  Hodges,	
  Stacy	
  Jennings,	
  Teresa	
  Sullivan,	
  
Jessica	
  Terlikowski,	
  Evany	
  Turk	
  



Why	
  organize	
  an	
  in-­‐district	
  meeting	
  
•  Critical	
  policies	
  and	
  programs	
  are	
  under	
  attack	
  
•  Affordable	
  Care	
  Act	
  
•  Medicaid	
  expansion	
  	
  

•  Funding	
  for	
  HIV	
  programs	
  

•  Women’s	
  health	
  care	
  	
  

• Must	
  maintain	
  pressure	
  to	
  protect	
  these	
  programs	
  

•  People	
  who	
  rely	
  on	
  these	
  programs	
  are	
  the	
  strongest	
  advocates	
  

•  Don’t	
  have	
  to	
  travel	
  to	
  DC!	
  
•  Opportunity	
  to	
  engage	
  local	
  advocates	
  in	
  informing	
  federal	
  policy	
  issues	
  

•  U.S.	
  representatives	
  and	
  senators	
  have	
  offices	
  local	
  offices	
  throughout	
  
district/state	
  



Why	
  organize	
  in-­‐district	
  meetings	
  

•  Face-­‐to-­‐face	
  visits	
  with	
  your	
  elected	
  officials	
  (or	
  
their	
  staff)	
  are	
  an	
  very	
  effective	
  form	
  of	
  advocacy	
  

•  	
  A	
  small	
  dedicated	
  group	
  can	
  have	
  great	
  
influence	
  

• Enables	
  relationship	
  building	
  with	
  congressional	
  
offices	
  	
  

•  Key	
  to	
  	
  effective	
  advocacy	
  and	
  organizing	
  	
  
• Helps	
  congressional	
  office	
  see	
  you	
  and/or	
  your	
  
organization	
  as	
  a	
  credible,	
  powerful,	
  and	
  helpful	
  
voice	
  for	
  the	
  HIV	
  community	
  



When	
  to	
  start	
  organizing 	
  	
  
• NOW!	
  	
  

• House	
  summer	
  recess:	
  August	
  1	
  –September	
  4	
  

• Senate	
  summer	
  recess:	
  August	
  14	
  –	
  September	
  4	
  

• U.S.	
  House	
  and	
  Senate	
  members	
  are	
  in	
  state	
  during	
  this	
  time	
  for:	
  
• District	
  meetings	
  

• Town	
  halls	
  

• Local	
  events	
  
•  Fundraising	
  

	
  



Find	
  out	
  who	
  represents	
  you	
  
	
  • Visit	
  www.govtrack.us/	
  	
  

• Enter	
  your	
  home	
  address	
  



Recruit	
  fellow	
  advocates	
  
•  Recruit	
  3-­‐4	
  individuals	
  to	
  join	
  you	
  in	
  advocating	
  on	
  your	
  chosen	
  policy	
  issue	
  
•  Group	
  visits	
  are	
  more	
  influential	
  	
  
•  The	
  experience	
  builds	
  relationships	
  and	
  skills	
  among	
  all	
  participants	
  
•  Having	
  stakeholders	
  with	
  diverse	
  experiences	
  &	
  backgrounds	
  can	
  increase	
  your	
  
impact	
  
•  People	
  directly	
  impacted	
  by	
  the	
  policy/program	
  are	
  powerful	
  messengers	
  
•  Examples	
  of	
  stakeholders	
  include:	
  
•  PLHIV	
  
•  Service	
  providers	
  
•  Public	
  health	
  experts	
  
•  Medical	
  providers	
  

•  Organizational	
  leaders	
  
•  Researchers	
  	
  



Request	
  your	
  meeting	
  

• Call	
  district	
  office	
  	
  
• Complete	
  web	
  form	
  
• Email	
  district	
  staff	
  
• Request	
  should	
  mention	
  
•  That	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  voting	
  constituent	
  
•  Issue/s	
  you	
  intend	
  to	
  discuss	
  
• When	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  meet	
  
•  Names	
  and	
  affiliations	
  of	
  the	
  advocates	
  participating	
  

•  Follow	
  up	
  with	
  email	
  and	
  phone	
  
• No	
  response	
  or	
  refusal	
  to	
  meet?	
  	
  
•  Alert	
  the	
  media	
  and	
  show	
  up	
  anyhow!	
  



Define	
  your	
  goals	
  

• Convene	
  planning	
  call	
  with	
  fellow	
  advocates	
  	
  
• Determine	
  meeting	
  goals	
  	
  
• Create	
  an	
  agenda	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  meet	
  those	
  goals	
  
• Agenda	
  should	
  include:	
  
•  Definition	
  of	
  the	
  issue	
  	
  
•  Explanation	
  of	
  its	
  importance	
  
•  Connection	
  to	
  a	
  real-­‐life	
  personal	
  story	
  or	
  situation	
  
•  Specific	
  action	
  you	
  want	
  the	
  elected	
  official	
  to	
  take	
  



Determine	
  roles	
  	
  

• Decide	
  ahead	
  of	
  time	
  who	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  what	
  in	
  your	
  group	
  
• Who	
  will	
  facilitate	
  the	
  meeting	
  	
  
• Who	
  will	
  cover	
  what	
  topic	
  
• Who	
  will	
  take	
  note	
  of	
  questions	
  and	
  information	
  requests	
  



Do	
  your	
  homework	
  
• Research	
  your	
  elected	
  official’s	
  stance	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  
• Determine	
  if	
  they	
  have	
  a	
  personal	
  connection	
  to	
  
the	
  issue	
  
• Understand	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  policy	
  issue	
  on	
  PLHIV	
  
in	
  your	
  state	
  
•  How	
  many	
  PLHIV	
  in	
  your	
  state	
  have	
  healthcare	
  
thanks	
  to	
  ACA	
  and	
  Medicaid	
  expansion?	
  
• What	
  will	
  defunding	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  mean	
  for	
  
women’s	
  reproductive	
  health	
  care	
  in	
  your	
  state?	
  
•  How	
  many	
  people	
  rely	
  on	
  Ryan	
  White,	
  HOPWA,	
  
SNAP,	
  etc.	
  in	
  your	
  state?	
  

• Supportive	
  members	
  need	
  to	
  hear	
  from	
  
constituents	
  too!	
  	
  



Prepare	
  your	
  talking	
  points	
  and	
  materials	
  	
  
•  Work	
  with	
  your	
  fellow	
  advocates	
  to	
  develop	
  your	
  talking	
  points	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  position	
  

•  Talking	
  points	
  should	
  be	
  based	
  on:	
  
•  Personal	
  story	
  
•  Relevant	
  and	
  compelling	
  data	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  position	
  	
  
•  Connections	
  to	
  local	
  community/state	
  

•  Any	
  materials	
  should	
  be	
  clear	
  and	
  concise	
  
•  Bring	
  information	
  about	
  your	
  organization’s	
  services	
  
•  Don’t	
  recreate	
  the	
  wheel!	
  Access	
  factsheets	
  at	
  resources	
  at	
  
•  www.PWN-­‐USA.org	
  
•  www.AIDSUnited.org	
  
•  www.CBPP.org	
  
•  www.FamiliesUSA.org	
  
•  www.PlannedParenthood.org	
  	
  

•  Leave	
  supporting	
  documents	
  with	
  elected	
  official	
  or	
  their	
  staff	
  at	
  end	
  of	
  meeting	
  



Hold	
  the	
  meeting	
  
•  Arrive	
  at	
  the	
  meeting	
  early	
  

•  Facilitating	
  advocate	
  kicks	
  off	
  meeting	
  with	
  brief	
  
statement	
  of	
  concern	
  

•  Each	
  advocate	
  should	
  give	
  their	
  name,	
  any	
  
organizational	
  affiliation,	
  and	
  say	
  they	
  are	
  a	
  
constituent	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  from	
  the	
  district.	
  

•  Present	
  the	
  issues	
  clearly	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  assume	
  elected	
  official	
  knows	
  or	
  
understands	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  issue	
  on	
  PLHIV	
  or	
  
specific	
  programs	
  

•  Use	
  full	
  program	
  names,	
  not	
  acronyms;	
  explain	
  
what	
  those	
  programs	
  do	
  



Hold	
  the	
  meeting	
  

• Specify	
  what	
  action	
  the	
  elected	
  official	
  can	
  take	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  issue	
  
and	
  try	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  commitment	
  

• Be	
  prepared	
  to	
  follow	
  up	
  on	
  any	
  questions	
  you	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  
to	
  	
  	
  	
  

• End	
  on	
  a	
  positive	
  note,	
  even	
  if	
  you	
  did	
  not	
  meet	
  all	
  of	
  your	
  meeting	
  
goals	
  	
  

• Get	
  the	
  contact	
  information	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  with	
  whom	
  you	
  are	
  
meeting	
  

• Thank	
  them	
  for	
  taking	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  meet	
  



Remember!	
  

• You	
  may	
  have	
  only	
  a	
  few	
  minutes	
  	
  
• Make	
  sure	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  group	
  are	
  well	
  organized	
  to	
  deliver	
  a	
  clear	
  and	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  concise	
  message	
  
• Stay	
  on	
  your	
  issue	
  
•  If	
  conversation	
  veers,	
  bring	
  it	
  back!	
  
• Make	
  your	
  ask	
  
• Wait	
  and	
  listen	
  for	
  a	
  response	
  

	
  

	
  



Follow	
  up	
  and	
  be	
  a	
  resource	
  
• Send	
  an	
  email	
  immediately	
  after	
  meeting	
  underscoring	
  your	
  ask	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  and	
  	
  any	
  agreed-­‐upon	
  next	
  steps	
  	
  

• Send	
  hand	
  written	
  thank	
  you	
  notes	
  too!	
  	
  

• As	
  a	
  representative	
  of	
  your	
  community,	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  unique	
  resource	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  to	
  elected	
  officials	
  

• Continue	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  on	
  the	
  policy	
  issue	
  you	
  raised	
  
• Offer	
  additional	
  information	
  

•  Invite	
  the	
  congressional	
  member	
  to	
  your	
  agency	
  for	
  a	
  tour	
  

• Add	
  them	
  to	
  you	
  organization’s	
  mailing	
  list	
  

	
  



Tell	
  us	
  how	
  it	
  went!	
  

• Email	
  the	
  PWN	
  policy	
  fellows	
  list	
  to	
  share:	
  
• Highlights	
  
• Challenges	
  
• Follow-­‐up	
  
• Support	
  needed	
  



Reproductive	
  justice	
  
for	
  HIV-­‐Positive	
  

women	
  



Reproductive	
  Justice	
  	
  

• Means	
  upholding	
  our	
  full	
  spectrum	
  of	
  sexual	
  
and	
  reproductive	
  rights,	
  including:	
  
• Choosing	
  when	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  be	
  sexual	
  
• When	
  or	
  whether	
  to	
  have	
  children	
  	
  
• Right	
  to	
  parent	
  and	
  maintain	
  custody	
  
• Access	
  to	
  all	
  	
  information	
  and	
  options	
  to	
  
make	
  an	
  informed	
  decision	
  

	
  



The	
  Personal	
  is	
  Political	
  

Stacy’s	
  Story	
  



Why	
  Reproductive	
  Justice	
  Matters	
  to	
  WLHIV	
  

•  HIV-­‐positive	
  women	
  are	
  at	
  elevated	
  risk	
  for	
  
gynecological	
  complications	
  
•  Custody	
  rights	
  are	
  often	
  taken	
  away	
  from	
  women	
  
living	
  with	
  HIV	
  
•  Women	
  receiving	
  HIV-­‐related	
  medical	
  care	
  
frequently	
  are	
  not	
  offered	
  sexual	
  and	
  reproductive	
  
health	
  services	
  or	
  are	
  referred	
  	
  elsewhere	
  
•  WLHIV	
  frequently	
  are	
  not	
  asked	
  about	
  their	
  desires	
  
to	
  have	
  children	
  and/or	
  are	
  stigmatized	
  for	
  having	
  
children	
  
•  Denying	
  women	
  access	
  to	
  	
  reproductive	
  health	
  	
  
services	
  is	
  a	
  human	
  rights	
  violation	
  	
  
	
  



Critical	
  Healthcare	
  Justice	
  Issue:	
  	
  
“Better	
  Care	
  Reconciliation	
  Act”	
  

•  Repeals	
  Obamacare-­‐-­‐the	
  greatest	
  advance	
  for	
  women’s	
  health	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  and	
  people	
  with	
  HIV	
  	
  
• Worst	
  piece	
  of	
  women’s	
  health	
  legislation	
  in	
  a	
  generation	
  
•  Ends	
  Medicaid	
  expansion	
  	
  
• Will	
  devastate	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  health	
  services	
  	
  for	
  women,	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  leaving	
  millions	
  of	
  women	
  without	
  access	
  to	
  reproductive	
  health	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  care	
  
•  Rolls	
  back	
  patient	
  protections	
  
•  Eliminates	
  essential	
  health	
  benefits	
  
•  Gives	
  HUGE	
  tax	
  breaks	
  to	
  wealthy	
  on	
  the	
  backs	
  of	
  the	
  99%	
  

	
  



	
  Why	
  Medicaid	
  Access	
  Matters	
  

•  Enables	
  	
  people	
  with	
  low-­‐incomes,	
  including	
  women	
  
living	
  with	
  HIV,	
  to	
  access	
  quality	
  comprehensive	
  
healthcare	
  
•  For	
  Women	
  living	
  	
  HIV,	
  we	
  are	
  	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  at	
  risk	
  for	
  
cervical	
  cancer	
  
• Medicaid	
  access	
  enables	
  	
  our	
  reproductive	
  health	
  and	
  
wellness	
  
•  Covers	
  critical	
  primary	
  and	
  preventive	
  care	
  services,	
  
including	
  
•  Family	
  planning	
  
•  STI	
  testing	
  
•  Well-­‐women	
  exams	
  
•  Lifesaving	
  cancer	
  screenings	
  	
  



The	
  Personal	
  is	
  Political	
  

	
  
Evany’s	
  Story	
  



Defunding	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  	
  	
  

•  Many	
  of	
  Planned	
  Parenthood’s	
  patients	
  are	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  
historically	
  faced	
  barriers	
  to	
  quality	
  health	
  care,	
  including	
  women	
  
living	
  with	
  HIV.	
  	
  

•  Often,	
  those	
  patients	
  are	
  people	
  of	
  color,	
  people	
  who	
  live	
  in	
  rural	
  
areas,	
  LGBTQ	
  people,	
  people	
  with	
  low	
  incomes,	
  and	
  people	
  without	
  
health	
  insurance.	
  	
  



We	
  Won’t	
  Go	
  Back!	
  	
  
	
  •  Improving	
  health	
  care	
  has	
  long	
  been	
  a	
  priority	
  for	
  women,	
  reflecting	
  

their	
  experiences	
  as	
  patients,	
  mothers,	
  and	
  caregivers	
  
•  We	
  won’t	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  an	
  era	
  where	
  women	
  paid	
  more	
  for	
  health	
  care	
  

simply	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  gender.	
  That’s	
  why	
  fighting	
  to	
  oppose	
  the	
  
Better	
  Care	
  Reconciliation	
  Act	
  is	
  so	
  central	
  right	
  now	
  for	
  healthcare	
  
advocates	
  across	
  the	
  country	
  

•  If	
  the	
  Republican	
  plan	
  	
  becomes	
  law,	
  millions	
  of	
  women	
  will	
  lose	
  their	
  
access	
  to	
  their	
  reproductive	
  Health	
  services	
  and	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  women	
  
living	
  with	
  a	
  per-­‐existing	
  	
  Condition	
  including	
  pregnancy	
  	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  
be	
  covered	
  under	
  the	
  Better	
  Care	
  Reconciliation	
  Act	
  	
  

•  For	
  women	
  	
  	
  living	
  with	
  	
  HIV	
  or	
  AIDS	
  	
  	
  its	
  critical	
  we	
  continuous	
  	
  access	
  
to	
  equality	
  healthcare	
  coverage	
  under	
  	
  Medicaid	
  system	
  	
  



The	
  Personal	
  is	
  Political	
  

	
  
Teresa’s	
  Story	
  



Healthcare	
  Policy	
  Demands	
  for	
  WLHIV	
  	
  

•  Oppose	
  the	
  Better	
  Care	
  Reconciliation	
  Act!	
  	
  
•  Protect	
  Medicaid	
  
•  Maintain	
  the	
  Essential	
  Health	
  Benefits	
  
•  Don’t	
  cut	
  funds	
  for	
  women’s	
  health	
  services	
  
•  Don’t	
  defund	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  





Additional	
  Resources	
  
• Advancing	
  the	
  Sexual	
  and	
  Reproductive	
  Health	
  and	
  Human	
  Rights	
  of	
  
People	
  Living	
  with	
  HIV	
  
•  GNP+,	
  ICW,	
  Young	
  Positives,	
  Engender	
  Health,	
  IPPF,	
  UNAIDS,	
  UNFPA,	
  WHO	
  

• Women	
  &	
  HIV/AIDS	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Factsheet	
  

• www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/about-­‐us	
  	
  

• www.kff.org/hivaids/fact-­‐sheet/medicaid-­‐and-­‐hiv/	
  	
  

• PWN’s	
  Kill	
  the	
  Bill	
  Resource	
  Center	
  	
  

• www.PWN-­‐USA.org	
  	
  

• KFF	
  Policy	
  Brief:	
  What’s	
  at	
  stake	
  in	
  ACA	
  repeal	
  for	
  PLHIV	
  

•  www.kff.org/hivaids/issue-­‐brief/what-­‐is-­‐at-­‐stake-­‐in-­‐aca-­‐repeal-­‐and-­‐replace-­‐
for-­‐people-­‐with-­‐hiv/	
  	
  



Questions	
  and	
  Discussion	
  


