Molecular HIV Surveillance

WE ARE PEOPLE, NOT CLUSTERS

By Harmony Zorio, West Virginia PWN State Lead
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MHS CAN HEILP IDENTIFY:

h
8 1.How a person with HIV will respond to different
A, medications
g 2.Rapidly growing transmission networks Populations
A, where transmission is occurring quickly
3.New HIV outbreaks in specific communities
CONCERNS: ADVOCATES HAVE RAISED

HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS
ABOUT MHS, INCLUDING:

1.Lack of consent and
community consultation

2.Increased stigma on
targeted communities

3.Privacy and data
protections

4.Potential to intensifty HIV
criminalization

In short, this amounts to the public health departments use ol
individual’s HIV drug resistance data to map the sexual and social

networks of people living with HIV.

The CDC, state health departments then collect, store, analyze, and
report HIV drug resistance data to track networRs of HIV transmission.

Washington, DC passed a law ending the use of public health surveillance
data in criminal and civil legal proceedings. I want my health department
to support passing this law in my state, and for the CDC to ask all other

Federal and state

states to pass similar policies.
health agencies must universally recommend concrete

policies protecting all public health data from being accessed by police
and immigration enforcement officials.

If my health depar

'ment wants to end the HIV epidemic, they have to take

the issue of law enforcement access to my health information seriously.
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PUBLIC HEALTH IS ABOUT PROTECTING
COMMUNITIES
NOT POLICING THEM
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and the medical establishment has IROUECHRT
a responsibility to make them feel YOUR DATA I§?
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comlfortable doing so.
2.Informed consent, a person’s
ability to make educated

decisions regarding their medical

care, is a human right. There ..;:
should be NO use ol people’s :
o SOUNDS OKAY, RIGHT?
medical information without their Mot T O Pt MYS
the person®. This Imples thot MM (s mot
i 1. THATS NOT HOW YOUR INFO g 2bcut et peope s oo
informed consent. S SUPPOSED TO BEUSED | st s o s e
X « . > % 4 ngg resistance teshing & swppased (o be :m “’:Hm
3.Policing and criminalization have e s assi | e mirs
F i i s e pnt
no place in public health. There . it A b
of dota from drug resistance lesting.
should be consistent safequards L
; : LIVE PEOPLE
required for the protection ——
s e
against the misuse of this data e
3. WEDIDNT CONSENT Noroes and atter ientibing Informotio
against people living with HIV, ettty | b e o

cion't kenow Ehod whien they o ia for drug
refuimade hesing, eeir genelic date & being
rowdingly shored with, and trocked by,

including but not limited to an o e e

et their health cove needs.

COMTALCT:

absolute firewall

How to Talk about MHS - CHI P Fact Sheet

By Harmony Zorio, West Virginia PWN State Lead

MORE INFORMATION AT
WWW.POSITIVEWOMENSNETWORK.ORG


https://hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/How%20to%20Talk%20About%20Molecular%20HIV%20Surveillance%2C%20CHLP%2C%20PWN%2C%20US%20PLHIV%20Caucus%20%282023%29_1.pdf
https://hivlawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/How%20to%20Talk%20About%20Molecular%20HIV%20Surveillance%2C%20CHLP%2C%20PWN%2C%20US%20PLHIV%20Caucus%20%282023%29_1.pdf

